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FINISH OF 1,000-MILES TRIAL 


On Saturday last the 1,000-miles trial 
of the Automobile Club of Great Britain 
and Ireland came to an end and more 
than fifty vehicles finished, each having 
covered the scheduled distance of 1,060% 
miles, not to mention side trips and op- 
tional hill climbing and speed contests, in 
which the greater number of the finishers 
participated. 

The trials started on Saturday, April 23, 
and finished on Saturday, May 12, a total 
of twenty days, of which eleven were 
spent on the road in actual traveling, 
seven at all-day exhibitions at cities on 
the route, and two, Sundays, in rest. In 


addition to the all-day exhibitions at 
Bristol, Birmingham, Manchester, Edin- 
burgh, Newcastle, Leeds and Sheffield, 
other exhibitions of shorter duration were 
held at other towns during a day’s travel 
or after it had been completed, and four 
hill climbing and one speed contest were 
decided. 

The vehicles were compelled to cover 
nearly 100 miles every day of travel, and 
more on some occasions, the mileage for 
the last day, 123%, miles, being the great- 
est, The vehicle which showed up to the 
best advantage was the Panhard of the 
Hon. C. S. Rolls, an appropriate circum- 
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stance, considering the fact that Mr. Rolls 
was the chairman of the committee hav- 
ing the arrangements for the trial in 
charge, and proved himself an able and 
indefatigable worker, to whose efforts the 
overwhelming success of the unique trial 
is very largely due. 
Various Styles Entered 

There were, however, all sorts of ve- 
hicles entered, from light motocycles to 
the heaviest ‘road. locomotives,’ and 
their general success, with the few fail- 
ures, prove it to have been a wisely 
planned event and one that will do more 
to advertise and popularize automobilism 
in Great Britain than anything else that 
could possibly have been devised. 

It is a pity that 
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the entry into Harrogate, the first stop, 
was very straggling. 

Crowds of sightseers watched ascents of 
Humphrey’s Bank, by which the cars 
climbed out of Crimple Vale. Many cars 
stuck, and there was much shedding of 
passengers. 

Owing to the greasy state of the precip- 
itous slope to Bradford, and also the road 
grades both up and down being terribly 
heavy, the entry into Bradford was again 
an intermittent one. 

The journey from Bradford to Sheffield 
was even more trying. The cars kept ar- 
riving at intervals of more than three 
hours. 

The steam cars do not behave up to an- 

ticipation it is 





such a trial could 
not be held in 
this country, 
which, owing io 
its geography, is 
an impossibility. 
The British triai 
included, on its 
route, all the cit- 
ies of prominence 
in the kingdom. 
Although it 
would be impos- 
sible to include a 
similar number 
of big American 
cities in a route of any such brevity, our 
own Automobile Club would certainly do 
well to consider the feasibility of conduct- 
ing a trial over a distance of similar 
length which would take in as many cit- 
ies as possible along the route. 

For the accompanying illustrations The 
Motor Age is indebted to its contempo- 
rary, the Autocar, of London, and for the 
following dispatches, to the New York 
Herald: 

A Hard Day’s Run 

London, May 10.—Heavy rain anda 
piercing cold head wind made more diffi- 
cult than upon any previous day of this 
tour the progress of the fifty cars which 
left Leeds today for the run of seventy- 
four miles to Sheffield. 

Its being rolling country, too, the Daily 
Mail special correspondent says, told 


against the lighter power cars, so that 





Hon. G. S. Roll’s Twelve-Horsepower Panhard, the 
Best Behaved and Most Powerful Vehicle. 


thought. In the 
hill climbs par- 
ticularly the 
steam cars were 
to show the “pe- 
trols” up, but 
they did not do 
60, and as a mat- 
ter of fact dis- 


appointed those 
who earnestly 
desired and 


hoped that they 
would do well. 

There is cer- 
tainly no doubt 
that the best car, particularly so far as 
speed up hill is concerned, is the twelve 
horsepower racing Panhard car driven 
and owned by the Hon. S. C. Rolls. 

A Day of Rest 

London, May 11.—The automobilists 
did not continue their 1,000 miles’ tour 
yesterday, but devoted the day to resting 
at Sheffield and enjoying the hospitality 
of the master cutler of the town at lunch- 
eon at Hadfield. 

Proposing the toast of the visitors, and 
success to automobilism, the master 
cutler expressed admiration for a body 
of men who were seeking to push their 
way against a batch of unreasoning pre- 
judices. He said they would go on and 
win, because they were bound to win. 

The following cars will compete in a 
measured mile test in the Duke of Port- 
land’s Park at Welbeck: The Hon. C. S. 
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Roll’s Panhard, Mr. Kennard’s Napier, 
Mr. Holder’s Daimler, Mr. Mark May- 
hew’s Panhard, the Hon. J. S. Montagu’s 
Daimler, T. B. Brown’s' Panhard, Mr. 
Harmsworth’s Daimler, M. Exe’s Daim- 
ler, a Wolseley voiturette, two De Dion 
voiturettes, a Gladiator voiturette, and 
an Ariel tricycle with trailer. 
Finish of the Run 

London, May 12.—Yesterday afternoon 
the streets of London were a'ive with mo- 
tor cars—cars covered with dust and 
looking as though they had been having 
a pretty active time of it and doing much 
hard traveling. 
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mum of 1,059% miles, while some of them 
totaled 1,1071%4 miles. 

There have been eleven actual running 
days since the competing vehicles left 
London, on April 28, the balancé being 
made up of Sundays and one day exhibi- 
tions. 

On seven days out of the eleven a hun- 
dred miles or more was the distance trav- 
eled. The longest was the journey of yes- 
terday, and the shortest was the 61% 
miles’ run from Kendal to Carlisle, which 
included the hill climbing competition up 
Birkhill, 

The run from Nottingham was as suc- 








START OF THE 


They were motor-cars returning from 
the 1,000-miles trip. 

Yesterday morning the cars and motor 
cycles engaged in the Automobile Club’s 
trial left Nottingham for the final jour- 
ney together, the distance for the day be- 
ing 123% miles. The cars had already 
covered 937% miles, while those who took 
part in the optional hill climbing compe- 
tition on Shap Fell had traversed an- 
other twenty, and there was still another 
twenty-eight to be added to the totals by 
those who competed in the flying mile 
test in Welbeck Park. 

Distances Covered 

All the cars, therefore, which have gone 

through the trial have traveled a mini- 


1,000-MILES TRIAL AT HYDE PARK, LONDON. 


cessful as its predecessors, and brought 
the trial to an effective finish. 

Rain fell as far as Leicester, and later 
it became a downpour, but after North- 
ampton was passed the weather cleared 
and the roads even became dusty. 

At St. Albans a prolonged halt was 
made by the faster cars, so that a massed 
procession might be formed, and at five 
o’clock all that had arrived by then set 
off in a line for London. 

The Hon. C. S. Rolls’ car acted as pilot, 
and no one was allowed to pass him. 
Large numbers of people collected on the 
line of route through Hendon, Kilburn 
and Maidenvale, and great interest was 
excited by the procession along the Edge- 
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ware Road, Oxford Street, Regent Street 
and through Trafalgar Square to the Au- 
tomobile Club premises, in Whitehall 
Court. 

By seven o’clock about three dozen cars 
had arrived, and the others came in in 
detachments to the number of about fifty. 

Until the official figures are published it 
is impossible to state the actual number 
of the cars which have gone through the 
trial from start to finish. 





SCENE AT CALCOT 
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into Birmingham in the evening minus 
a light. Ere he reached the city a po- 
liceman held up his hand and the ear 
was immediately stopped. 

“Where’s your light?” queried Robert. 
“You must light up at once, gentlemen.” 

“Very sorry,” was the reply, “but un- 
less you have some carbide in your pocket 
we can’t.” 

“Then I must have your name and ad- 
dress” (producing pocketbook). 





PARK, 


The Home of Editor Alfred Harmsworth, where the Pilgrims were Entertained at Breakfast the First Day. 


o 

The speed trial of Friday last did not 
bring many entries. The trial was over 
a measured mile of excellent road. It was 
won easily by the Hon. C. S. Rolls’ car in 
1 minute and 35 3-5 seconds, another tri- 
umph for the promoter of the tour. 


A Chauffeur’s Expedient. 


One of the funniest tales heard in con- 
nection with the automobile tour was 
that recorded by a motorist who rode 


“Well, Armand Emile Letorriere, 47 
Rue de Boulevard de Sparkingplug "id 

“Oh, chuck it,” said the policeman. “I 
can’t get all that down; wait a minute 
and I'll get you some carbide.” And 
forthwith mounting his bicycle he rode 
to the nearest depot and came back with 
a pound tin, and sent the motorists into 
Birmingham in regal style. The riders 
of that car have a deep respect for the 
police of Birmingham. 














i CLEVELAND JOTTINGS 
Cleveland, May 14.—An ordinance is 
being prepared for introduction into the 
city council covering the use of motor 
vehicles in Cleveland. Some months ago 
such an ordinance was introduced but 
it has been held up ever since, some of 
the conditions being unsatisfactory. The 
original ordinance placed a speed limit 
of twelve miles an hour, but the city of- 
ficials favor reducing this to ten miles 
an hour, claiming that motor vehicles 
should not have special privileges over 
bicycles. The new ordinance will pro- 
vide that all motor vehicles shall be pro- 
vided with two lamps, one on either side, 
and with a bell or gong which shall be 
sounded at a distance of not less than 100 
feet from all crossings. Several city offi- 
cials favor compelling automobile operat- 
’ ors to take out a license showing their 
ability to operate them and it is quite 
probable that a clause covering this 
point will be added to the ordinance. 

The Cleveland Automobile Club held 
a twenty-mile run last Satruday, the 
second since the organization of the 
club. There were eight vehicles in line— 
two Winton gasoline phaetons, a 
Woods electric runabout, a Locomo- 
bile steam runabout, an electric runa- 
bout built by the Baker Motor Vehicle Co. 
of this city, a steam runabout built by the 
White Sewing Machine Co. for experi- 
mental purposes, a gasoline phaeton built 
by the New York & Ohio Electric Co. 
of Warren, Ohio, and an electric Stanhope 
built by Sipe & Sigler, well known bat- 
tery makers, for experimental purposes 
$ only. The club proposes to hold runs 

every two weeks during the coming sum- 
mer and on Decoration day there will 
probably be a road race, 


ad 
AUTOMOBILE CLUB RUN 


New York, May 13.—Friends and foes 

of the horse mingled fraternally at the 

Morris Park races yesterday as though 

, an equine-automillennium had arrived. 





FROM THE FOUR WINDS 


The occasion was the fortnightly run of 
the Automobile Club of America and the 
hospitable host of it was the Turf and 
Field Club, which has a club house at the 
race track. 

In the absence of the chairman of the 
run committee, who has gone to France 
to witness the race for the Bennett In- 
ternational Cup, Whitney Lyon had 
charge of the run, one of the regular 
fortnightly series. -A notable vehicle in 
the line was the Locomobile, which holds 
the American twenty-five-mile road rec- 
ord and was second in the great road race 
on Long Island. 

The start was at Astor Court at 9 a. m. 

Among those participating in the run 
were the vehicles of Vice-President G. F. 
Chamberlain, Capt. Homer W. Hedge, 
George Ackerman, Whitney Lyon, Wins- 
low E. Busby, Mr. Gibbs, J. C. McCoy, Mr. 
Bronson, Dr. E. C. Chamberlin, George H. 
Macy, Gen. George Moore Smith, F. A. 
LaRoche, J. H. Wells, C. E. Corrigan, C. 
Hall, William Henry Hall and James J. 
Mandery. 

Miss Shattuck was the only lady in line. 
W. H. Johnson steered out later. 


Fd 


LICENSES IN WASHINGTON 

Washington, D. C., May 12.—The as- 
sistant attorney for the district has ren- 
dered an opinion as to the right of the 
municipal authorities to regulate the 
rates charged for automobile or other 
horseless vehicle service in the convey- 
ance of passengers for hire on the streets 
of this city. 

The act of congress approved January 
26, 1887, gives the district commissioners 
authority to establish and regulate the 
charges to be made by owners of hacks 
of any kind whatsoever. Pursuant to 
this authority, the commissioners pro- 
mulgated a police regulation providing 
that any public vehicle for the convey- 
ance of passengers shall be considered a 
hack within the meaning and intent of 
the regulation. It is the opinion of the 
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assistant attorney general that congress 
intended to authorize the commissioners 
to regulate the charges made by owners 
of vehicles for hire used for the convey- 
anc of passengers, wholly irrespective of 
the motive power. He has_ therefore 
given his opinion that all public vehicles 
irrespective of the motive power, are 
within the law and regulations quoted, 
and that it is not necessary to make any 
further regulations on the subject. 

Regarding the question as to whether 
public automobiles should be licensed 
under the existing law, the assistant at- 
torney general says by the provisions of 
the act of the legislative assembly 
the proprietors of vehicles for trans- 
porting passengers for hire or _ re- 
quired to pay annually a license. The 
law is clear and unambiguous, and obvi- 
ously contemplates the licensing of ve- 
hicles for hire, irrespective of the motive 
power. 

Acting upon this opinion, it is under- 
stood that the commissioners will re- 
quire all public automobiles now being 
operated here to secure proper licenses. 
It is also supposed that the rate card re- 
cently put in operation by one of the 
automobile companies will be abolished 
and a new set of rates established by the 
municipal authorities. 


Sa 
TROUBLES IN BALTIMORE 


Owners of steam and gasoline automo- 
biles who have been airing their horse- 
less carriages on the drives in the parks 
of Baltimore, according to the Sun of that 
city, as well as on the streets of the 
city, say that they will resist the recent 
action of the park board in excluding ve- 
hicles of this kind from the parks. 

M. Gillet Gill, who has three steam ve- 
hicles, stated that owners of all classes 
of automobiles have assured him that 
they would stand by any effort to contest 
the decision of the park board and pledges 
were given for a fund with which to fight 
a test case in the courts. Said Mr. Gill: 

“There is no more reason for excluding 
automobiles from the parks than there 
was for excluding bicycles when they 
first came into use. But what we especi- 
ally resent is that discrimination should 
be made by the park board to admit elec- 
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trically propelled vehicles, while those 
driven by steam or gasoline are excluded. 
Now, as a matter of fact, if the park 
board members had investigated the sub- 
ject they would have found that only one 
runaway accident has occurred in the 
parks due to automobiles, and that was 
caused by an electric. The gasoline and 
steam carriages have not caused a single 
accident, although I contend that they 
have been more in use than the others 
and the chances of frightening horses 
have therefore been greater. 

“According to the record kept by my 
cyclometer, I have traveled 3,000 miles in 
my steam carriage. I estimate that I 
have passed twenty carriages in every 
mile of that travel. Probably six out of 
every hundred horses that pass an auto- 
mobile will prick up their ears, about 
four will shy at the horseless carriage, 
and one out of the hundred will prance 
and shy off at the side. Of course, as 
horses have become more accustomed to 
automobiles the liability of their becom- 
ing frightened is that much lessened. I 
have not yet caused a runaway, and I 
have observed that thoroughbred horses 
have shown less fear than those of com- 
moner breed. 

“The one accident caused by an auto- 
mobile occurred by the horse shying and 
striking a railing. The horse was driven 
by an inexperienced lady. Now, if the 
park board wants to lessen the danger 
to frequenters of the parks, let it exclude 
high-strung horses that are liable to be- 
come frightened and run away, and let 
it keep out inexperienced drivers who 
cannot control their steeds. 

“A runaway horse is capable of caus- 
ing more damage than an automobile, 
which is always under control and is not 
liable to crash into another vehicle or 
run wildly over a person. A horse that 
is liable to become frightened at an auto- 
mobile is liable to become frightened by 
any other unusual sight, as a piece of 
paper or a squirrel dropping from a tree, 
as has been the case. Every week there 


is such a runaway, yet we do not ask that 
all horses shall be excluded from the park 
for that reason. 

“As to the distinction between electric 
and other automobiles, there may be a 
little more noise made by a steam or gas- 
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oline in climbing a grade, but over rough 
places the electric carriage makes more 
noise. Bicycle caused runaways at first 
until the horses became used to them, 
yet they were not excluded from the 
parks.” 

President Clendinen of the park board 
said in defense of the board’s action: 

“The park board was acting in this 
matter in what it believed to be the in- 
terest of the public. We discriminated 
in favor of the electric motors because 
they make little, if any, noise, and be- 
sides they do not let out puffs of steam 
to frighten horses or noxious vapors to 
contaminate the air. The steam and gas- 
oline carriages are liable to frighten 
horses by the noise they make, and so 
cause serious runaway accidents. We did 
not wait until such’an accident occurred, 
but endeavored to prevent its occurrence 
by keeping the motors out before they 
have a chance to cause such damage.” 

Under the provisions of the charter the 
park board, besides the power ‘‘to make 
such rules and regulations for the gov- 
ernment and preservation of order with- 
in the parks, squares, springs and monu- 
ments” as it may deem expedient, under 
Section 93 “is authorized and empowered 
to regulate the speed of vehicles and 
equestrians within one mile of the ap- 
proach and within the limits of said 
parks and squares.” 

It has been suggested by a critic of 
the park board’s recent action that this 
authority might be assumed to reduce 
the speed of horseless carriages to a rate 
at which it would be undesirable to use 
them anywhere within the city limits, as 
it would be almost impossible to propel 
one for any considerable distance without 
the bounds of a mile from parks and 


squares, 
a] 


TO RUN AUTO-.BUSES 

Cleveland, May 14.—The Painesville 
Automobile Co. of Painesville, Ohio, has 
been incorporated with a capital of $10,- 
000 by George W. Blackmore, J. P. Bor- 
den, E. D. Heartwell and others of that 
place, to operate an automobile line be- 
tween Painesville and Fairport, a dis- 
tance of three miles. There is a large 
amount of travel between the two towns 


and as there is no street railway it is 
believed the venture will prove a profit- 
able one from the start. The Hasbrook 
Motor Co. of New York-has been given a 
contract for a gasoline bus to be oper- 
ated by a twelve-horsepower gasoline en- 
gine. The vehicle will hold thirty peo- 
ple and it is to be delivered and placed 
in operation during the coming month. 
If this proves satisfactory, a number will 
be ordered. Mr. Blackmore, president of 
the company, is a leading Painesville bi- 
cycle dealer. 
we 
WHAT EXCUSE, PRAY? 


The following is going the rounds of 
the country press: 

“What etymological excuse is there 
for the substitution of ‘locomobile’ for 
‘automobile’ as a name for a horseless 
vehicle? Automobile, though not an ex- 
act designation, closely approaches it. 
The word means that the vehicle runs 
itself—that is, that it is independent of 
attached power. Locomobile doesn’t 
mean anything in particular. It is not 
as good a word as locomotive, which is 
likewise an inexact designation. There- 
fore, if we are to use either of the built- 
up names, automobile is the better. But 
why run to Latinized appellations at all? 
Why not stick to ‘horseless carriage’— 
or truck or wagon—which is ordinary 
English and understood by everybody?” 

Sure enough—what excuse is there? 

Simply this: The name ‘“‘Locomobile” 
was arbitrarily chosen by a company 
who had an eye to the value of adver- 
tising. It was near enough to the word 
“automobile” to confuse many a news- 
paper man and the result has been that 
the cleverly chosen name has been used 
almost as much as the legitimate term. 
The Locomobile Co. of America is cer- 
tainly to be congratulated on this neat 
bit of advertising, which has been worth 
thousands of dollars and has not cost a 
cent. 


wt 
A CHICAGO CHAUFFEUSE IN STOCKH OLM 
The first lady to run an automobile tn 
this city, writes a Chicago Tribune cor- 
respondent from Stockholm, Sweden, is 


Mrs. Edward D. Winslow, who is a Chi- 
cago woman, and the wife of the United 
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States consul-general. Her machine is of 
American make and is propelled by elec- 
tricity. Her progressiveness and desire 
to introduce the automobile will soon 
find many imitators. There are only 
three or four at present in use in King 
Oscar’s capital, although the roads and 
surroundings are peculiarly adapted for 
the sport. Every fine day Mrs. Winslow 
may be seen about the city on her auto- 
mobile, either on a shopping tour, mak- 
ing calls, or wending her way to the 
beautiful Djurgarden, there to mingle 
with the turnouts of the nobility and 
display the ease with which a woman can 
handle an American automobile. The 
ladies of the society circles are all de- 
sirous of following Mrs. Winslow’s ex- 
ample. Unintentionally she is assisting 
trade and advertising the American auto- 
mobile. 


J 


BERLIN CLUB HOUSE 

Berlin, May 13.—The German Automo- 
bile Club has just marked the taking 
possession of its magnificent club house 
in the Sommerstrasse, in Berlin, by a 
banquet. 

The various rooms were beautifully 
decorated with flowers and plants. 

At nine o'clock the president of tlc 
club, the Duke of Ratibor, entered the 
club and was cordially received by the 
members. 

Among those present were Prince 
Thurn und Taxis, Count Clement von 
Schoenbrun, General von _ Hollenffer, 
Privy Councillor Herr A. Klose, Herr C. 
von Kuhlmann and Count de Talleyrand- 
Perigord. 

The club is in the most prosperous con- 
dition. 


a 
PLANNING AN AUTOBUS LINE 


An important extension of the automo- 
bile vehicle service in Chicago is contem- 
plated. Within six months electric om- 
nibuses may be rolling along the streets 
of the central] part of the city. 

“The experiment of introducing electric 
omnibuses on regular routes,” said C. E. 
Woods, “will be tried first in New Haven, 
Conn. Our firm is building the vehicles 


THE MOTOR AGE 


for that purpose, and we expect to turn 
out eight very soon. These omnibuses 
will be considerably larger than the ordi- 
nary ‘buses drawn by horses. They will 
be high enough to allow a full grown per- 
son to stand upright, and wide enough to 
permit easy access to the seats. They will 
try to supplant the surface railways in 
the central portions of the city. 

“Tf the experiment proves successful in 
New Haven we probably shall try it in 
Chicago. I do not see why it should not 
be successful here. Our streets are level 
and wide enough.” 

yd 
AUTOMOBILES OF BETTER DESIGN 

The Electrical Review pleads for more 
originality in the designs of automobiles. 
The automobile “goes around,” it says, 
forlornly, as if it were an ordinary vehi- 
cle seeking the departed spirit of its 
horse.”” Something seems to be wanting. 
At the same time no advantage is taken 
of the absence of the horse. ‘It is. time,” 
says our contemporary, ‘to make a de- 
sign that shall embody together with 
grace and beauty of line all of the con- 
veniences that the horseless structure is 
capable of, and not in any degree sug- 
gest the ancient hippomobile as its pre- 
decessor. Among many“of the conveni- 
ences which are possible in the new style 
the following may be mentioned as typi- 
cal: Access by a door in front of the ma- 
chine instead of by the inconvenient side 
doors now in vogue and necessitated by 
the fact that the horse is in front of the 
ordinary vehicle; lower steps and bodies, 
made possible by the smaller wheels 
which can be used with the automobile, 
to the great convenience of the feminine 
half of the population; open fronts of 
clear glass for inclosed types of vehicles, 
so that the occupant can look directly 
ahead at the street and the passing scene 
without having to crane his neck side- 
ways, as in the common cab on the 
streets to-day.”’ 

Pd 

The city of Pittsburg has placed an 
order for an automobile fire engine that 
is to cost $9,200 with the Manchester 


Locomotive Works, Manchester, N. H. 

















WEEKLY PATENT OFFICE BUDGET. 


DE DION AND BOUTON’S VALVE 


Letters patent No. 649,277, to Albert 
de Dion and Georges Bouton, Puteau, 
France; valve for explosion motors. 

These inventors are the owners of the 
patents on the well known De Dion mo- 
tors which are largely in use in the lead- 























or formed three sectors 2 2 2 to allow a 


slotted or perforated bell or cover 3 to 
be fixed by means of a bayonet-joint 
arrangement and through the upper part 
of which passes a screw 4. The bell 3 
fits over the suction-tube 5 and is con- 
nected to the valve-box in the manner 
described. 
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ing countries in the world. The patent 
relates to an improvement in the con- 
struction of the suction pipe and valve 
in a manner that permits rapid taking 
apart and the cooling of the parts by the 
circulation of air in the interior of the 
slotted bell or cover. 

Figure 1 is an elevation of the arrange- 
ment; Fig. 2, a vertical axial section 
thereof, and Fig. 3 a plan of the valve- 


box of the motor. 


In the valve-box of the motor are cut 














The numeral 6 indicates an annular 
ring separate from the valve-box, pro- 
vided with a seat 8 for the wall of the 
valve-box surrounding the opening there- 
in and on its opposite sides provided 
with seats, respectively for the suction- 
valve 7 and the suction-tube 5. As shown 
in the drawings, the ring is arranged in 
the box, the wall of which is received in 
the seat 8 of the ring; 9 is the spring, 
and 10 the cap of the suction-valve 7. 


It will be seen that it is only necessary 
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to screw down into the bell 3 the screw 
4, so as to firmly press the suction-pipe 
5 into the seat 6 of the suction-valve 7 
and this seat 6 onto the bearing 8 in the 
valve-box 1. The taking to pieces can 
be effected by unscrewing the screw 4 and 
detaching the coupling of the suction- 
pipe 5, when the bell 3 may be turned and 
removed. 
Two claims are allowed. 


al 


BRINE’S TIRE RETAINER 
Letters Patent No. 649,098, to Richard 
A. Brine, Revere, Mass.; means for se- 
curing tires to wheels. 
A solid tire, felly, rim and steel tape 
of the well known style are used. Where 


——/ 


Jit Aid 
Brine’s Tire Retainer. 


the ends of the tire are butted together, 

they are provided with recesses for the 

accommodation of the simple device 

shown in the right-hand illustration. 
One claim is allowed. 


Td 


STRUTT’S TIRE RETAINER 


Letters Patent No. 649,117, to William 
H. Strutt, New York city, assignor of 
one-half to Alfred Reeves, same place; 
means for securing tires to wheels. 

This is a patent of which brief men- 
tion was made last week. The usual felly, 
rim and solid tire are used. Running 
through the tire is a metal tape to hold 
the tire to the rim. In a recess in the 
rim and felly, as shown in the lower illus- 
tration, are two dovetailed pieces of 
metal. The female member is beveled 
to fit into the undercut portion of the 
recess so that it cannot be removed un- 
til the male member is first removed. To 
the male member is riveted one end of 
the metal tape. The tire being laid on 


the wheel, the other end of the tape is 
riveted to the female member, the end 
of the tape overlapping on the male mem- 








 ———— 


Strutt’s Tire Retainer. 


ber so that the latter cannot be removed. 
The whole mechanism is thus firmly held 
to the rim and felly. The ends of the 
tire are drawn together over the fasten- 
ing device and cemented in the usual 
manner. : 

Four exceedingly strong claims are al- 
lowed. 

as 


ALDERSON’S CARBURETER 


Letters Patent No. 649,191, to George 
Alderson, Peru, IIll., assignor to Charles 
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Alderson's Carbureter. 


Brunner, same place; carburettor for 
gasoline engines. 
Mr. Alderson’s patent is supplementary 


to the one issued May 4, 1897, No. 581,930. 
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In the illustration, A represents a closed 
cylinder, the lower part of which is sur- 
rounded by the annular member B and 
in the bottom of which is the cone-shaped 
member C. In the lower part of A is a 
series of radial holes D, and in the an- 
nular member B is a similar number of 
holes so arranged that they can be made 
to register with the holes D. The cone- 
shaped member C is threaded internally 
at its lower, projecting portion for con- 
nection with a tank containing gasoline 
under pressure. The upper portion of 
this cone-shaped member C is bored with 
a small hole the upper part of which is 
countersunk to receive the needle-valve 
E. Normally the needle-valve E is seated 
in the countersunk portion of the cone- 
shaped member C, by the action of the 
spring K, so that no gasoline can be ad- 
mitted, 

The shank of the needle-valve E is pro- 
vided with a disc G, which forms a parti- 
tion across interior of the cylinder A. 
This disc G, however, contains a number 
of holes for the passage of the mixture 
of gasoline and air formed in the cham- 
ber below this disc G, and when the ac- 
tion of the engine makes a_ suction 
through the pipe H, this gasoline mixture 
is drawn through the holes in the disc 
G. The holes are too small, however, to 


allow of the free passage of the gaso- 
line mixture past the disc G, and a par- 
tial vacuum is formed in the chamber 
above it. This vacuum overcomes the 
resistance of the spring K and the disc 
G is raised and with it the needle-valve KH. 

When this needle-valve E is raised, 
the gasoline, under pressure, is forced 
through the passage in the cone-shaped 
member C and flows down the sides 
thereof and on to the floor of the cylinder 
A. At the same time air rushes in 
through the holes D, which holes are at 
such an angle that the currents of air 
strike the floor of the cylinder A and 
evaporate the gasoline. When the suc- 
tion of the engine ceases, the needle- 
valve is again seated and the flow af 
gasoline ceases. 

The holes in the annular member B can 
be made to register with the holes D or 
can be made to partially close the lat- 
ter, thus regulating the supply of air. 
Provision’ is made for regulating the 
amount of opening that the needle-valve 
may permit and also the tension of the 
spring K. Locking devices for main- 
taining these adjustments are likewise 
provided, as will be seen by an inspec- 
tion of the illustration, as well as gauges 
to show the exact positions, for ease in 
making adjustments. 


AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY IN GERMANY 


Brainard H. Warner, United States 
consul at Leipzig, writes: 

The Automobile industry, though still 
in its infancy in Germany, is being rap- 
idly developed, and before long is des- 
tined to become an important factor in 
the manufacturing circles of this coun- 
try. The large amount of capital and 
energy which are being spent upon this 
branch of industry indicate that German 
business men, the most conservative fin- 
anciers in the world, have great confi- 
dence in the future of automobilism. Last 
year there were about 1,000 men employed 
in and around Berlin, in the automobile 
industry, and, to judge from the present 


outlook, this number will be more than 
doubled during the present year. 

In France, where automobiles were first 
seriously téken up and pushed, the re- 
sults which have been aimed at for the 
most part have been to obtain excellence 
in sporting and luxury automobiles, 
while in Germany just the opposite state 
of affairs has existed, the manufacturers 
having given more of their attention to 
making freight automobiles—not without 
success, either, as was shown at the in- 
ternational motor-wagon exhibition 
which was held in Berlin last year. 

For motive power, electricity and ben- 
zine are almost exclusively employed; 
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the use of steam power is as yet hardly 
out of the experimental stage; the same 
may be said of the employment of com- 
pressed and liquefied air, and of combined 
systems (benzine and electricity, etc.), 
the advantages of which are offset by a 
too-complicated mechanism and the great 
amount of attention which is necessi- 
tated thereby. Electricity as a motive 
power has a strong competitor in ben- 
zine. The employment of the electro- 
mobile depends upon the nature of the 
lead accumulator; the great weight of 
this apparently as yet irreplaceable metal 
increases the weight of the motor to such 
an extent that the electromobile can be 
used to advantage only in carrying per- 
sons and light loads on good roads with 
easy grades. 

The electromobile necessitates the es- 
tablishment of charging stations. It is 
well adapted for omnibuses in cities with 
electric light plants and good streets, 
and also for delivery and luxury vehicles. 

The electric automobile seems to be 
preferred to the benzine automobile on 
account of its much simpler mechanism, 
less noisy running, and absence of the 
unpleasant odor of the benzine motor. 
Then, too, the public has a preference 
for all electrical contrivances, and the 
unfounded fear of explosion by the ben- 
zine motor works also to its prejudice. 


These reasons are sufficient to insure 


preference for the electric automobile. 

The benzine automobile is used prin- 
cipally for transporting heavy loads, 
where great speed is desired, long and 
undetermined distances, heavy grades, 
and where other difficulties are likely to 
occur. Hence its adoption for brewery 
wagons, drays, omnibus lines connecting 
railroad stations with inland towns, and 
for carrying persons and loads in the 
country. The advantageous use of ben- 
zine motors for freight carrying purposes 
is made doubtful by the present high 
price of benzine. 


vt 


AUTOS IN THE GERMAN ARMY 


The German reichstag has just voted 
an appropriation of $35,000 to the gov- 
ernment for experiments in the employ- 


ment of automobiles in the army. Some 
trials had already been made, but with- 
out having been sufficiently complete for 
the results to prove conclusive. A more 
exhaustive experiment may now be made 
in various military uses for these vehi- 
cles, and principally for the transporta- 
tion of supplies. It is highly possible 
that in a short time the system will be 
tried for moving heavy pieces of artil- 
lery. The German war ministry avails 
itself of every new scientific invention. 
oo 


EXPOSITION AT NUREMBERG 


There will be held in the city of Nu- 
remberg, from June 1 to July 1, 1900, a 
general automobile exposition, writes 
Gustave C. E. Weber, United States con- 
sul at that city. It will not be very 
large, the ground to be covered having 
an area of but one acre, and prizes will 
not be awarded, but it will nevertheless 
be very interesting, in showing what 
German automobile manufacturers have 
produced of late. { 

All kinds of automobiles will be ex- 
hibited, viz., private carriages, treight 
cars, vehicles for transporting prisoners, 
for sanitary and military purposes, fire 
brigade, engines, motor cars, etc. 

The machines will not only be shown 
in the exposition grounds, but also in the 
city. Races to the neighboring cities of 
Wurzburg, Kissingen, Bamberg, etc., will 
take place. 

Austria has sent some automobiles to 
this exposition. France, Belgium, and 
England, renowned for their progress in 
the automobile industry, could not be in- 
duced to take part in it, as they were 
too much engaged in the Paris Exposi- 
tion. 

The most important feature of this ex- 
position will be, undoubtedly, the exhib- 
its of the Schuckert electrical factory in 
this city. A large space has been re- 
served for this firm, where it will ex- 
hibit all its latest inventions in motors, 
etc., for automobiles. As Schuckert is the 
leading concern in Germany in this 
branch, I would respectfully call the at- 
tention of our automobile manufacturers 
to this exposition. 


—EEEE—— ee 
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TO AND FROM EDITOR AND READER 


WANT DROP FORGINGS 


Editor The Motor Age:— 

Can you inform us where we can get 
forgings or stampings suitable to build 
carriage running gears such as are made 
by the Locomobile Co., Lock Regulator 
Co., or the Milwaukee Automobile Co.?— 
Smisor Brothers, Webster City, Iowa. 

The Van Wagoner & Williams Hard- 
ware Co. and Joseph Dyson & Co., both 
of Cleveland, Ohio, Peter Forg of Somer- 
ville, Mass., and the Billings & Spencer 
Co. of Hartford, Conn., make specialties 
of automobile forgings and either can 
doubtless furnish what is needed.—Ed. 

yf 
CONTROLLING LEVERS 
Editor The Motor Age:— 

Please give me a description of a good 
combination steering lever and throttle 
for steam driven automobile—C. S. 
Smith, 102 Main Street, Aurora, III. 

The type of controlling lever which 
has been most used and _ proven itself 
practical in use, is that devised by George 
E. Whitney of Boston, the pioneer steam 
vehicle constructor. An illustration of 
his combination lever is shown in The 
Motor Age of December 7, 1899. 

The inner extremity of this lever is 
provided with a “spade” grip. By shov- 


ing the lever to the right or left the ve- 
hicle is steered. By rotating the spade 
grip, the throttle valve is opened or 
closed. By releasing a dog, the outer 
portion of the lever, telescoped in the 
main portion, may be drawn out to re- 
verse the direction. Several other levers 
containing similar devices have been 
utilized for the same purpose. 

However, the amount of mechanism 
necessarly enclosed in one lever is so 
great that any advantage found in these 
combination levers has been found to be 
more than counterbalanced by the ten- 
dency of the mechanism to rattle and 
the devices are little used.—Ed. 


Fad 


ABOUT BOILERS AND ENGINES 
Editor The Motor Age:— 

Can you tell us of any matter which 
has been published that gives details, 
sizes, etc., of engines, boilers, etc., used 
on steam carriages? We are figuring on 
purchasing one for our own use here and 
the general run of catalogues make 
claims which we do not entirely believe. 
Also the reports of users vary consider- 
ably. We do not care to experiment and 
want authentic information if it can be 
had.—Frank C. Douds & Co., New Castle, 
Pa. 


The type of boiler used almost ex- 





NOTE—To make clear the functions of 
this department of the Motor Age which 
has become a fixture, under the above cap- 
tion, the editor begs to state that all sub- 
scribers of the paper are at full liberty to 
take advantage of it to ask any and all 
questions pertinent to the scope of the pa- 
per, which questions he will answer to the 
best of his ability, either in print or by per- 
sonal letter—the former when the questions 
are of such a character that they or their 
answers may prove interesting to the gener- 
al reader, and the latter when such is not 
the case. 

Communications of a character generally 
interesting are also welcome, 

Correspondents are requested, however, to 
make their communications as short and to 
the point as possible. It is not necessary 


for them to eulogize the Motor Age or to 
flatter the editor in order to secure answers 
to questions or the publication of interest- 
ing letters. The well Known modesty of the 
editor would prohibit the publication of such 
parts of the letters, in any event. 

To receive attention correspondents must 
sign their names and addresses, which, how- 
ever, will be omitted from published letters, 
if the correspondent so requests. It is the 
editor’s desire, however, to make this a 
department in which readers of the Motor 
Age will feel glad to come before the mo- 
tor-vehicle public without concealment. 

The editor will be grateful for the correc- 
tion of any mistakes that may creep in, as 
well as for suggestions from readers, wheth- 
er pertinent to this department or other por- 
tions of the paper.—Ed. 
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clusively in light steam carriages is up- 
right and constructed with steel shell and 
heads and copper fire tubes. These boil- 
ers usually have half-inch tubes to the 
number of 300 to 360. The internal di- 
ameters and heights are the same—thir- 
teen to fifteen inches. Boilers of this 
style of construction work under 125 to 
225 pounds pressure, and will develop, 
with a good burner, about four horse- 
power regularly. They are usually test- 
ed to from 600 to 1,000 pounds cold water 


pressure. Engines vary more in their 
construction. The following, however, 
may be set down as the average: Two- 
cylinder, double acting, 21%4-inch bore by 
414-inch stroke. Engines of this con- 
struction will develop up to ten horse- 
power for emergencies, but the boilers 
will develop steam to this amount for 
only a brief period. 

The Motor Age will be glad to furnish 
more explicit information if the corre- 
spondent will state more exactly what is 
wanted.—Ed. 


DARRACQ LIGHT AUTOMOBILES 


Among the largest manufacturers of 
automobiles, bicycles and bicycle parts 
for the trade in France is the firm 
of Darracq et Cie, of Suresnes, near 
Paris. This firm has under construction 
at the present time a lot of 500 light 
motor-vehicles fitted with gasoline mo- 
tors of the Leon Bollee type. These ve- 
hicles, unlike most of the French vehi- 
cles of light construction, will follow, 
rather closely, the lines of ordinary car- 
riages, as do light American autos. Read- 
ers of the Motor Age will recall that men- 
tion was made in its colunins, some time 
ago, of the desire of this firm to secure 
bodies of American construction. 

The motor used on these carriages is a 
four-cycle, horizontal gasoline engine, 
fitted with radiating flanges for cooling 


and develops about five horsepower. The 
motor is placed in the front of the car- 
riage to secure the full benefit of the cir- 
culation of air for cooling purposes. The 
general construction of the motor can be 
gained by a brief study of Figs. 1 and 2. 
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FIGURE 1. 
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Fig. 1 is a plain view, partially in section, 
of the motor and driving shaft. Fig. 2 is 
a side elevation of the motor, also parti- 
ally in section, to show the valve me- 
chanism. 

The escape valve is actuated by an 























oblique rod engaging with a cam on 
the small two-to-one reduction coun- 
tershaft. This rod is thrown out of en- 
gagement with the cam by a ball gover- 
nor when the motor attains too high a 
speed, and the speed of the motor is thus 
regulated on the hit-and-miss principle. 
This, of course, necessitates the use of a 
heavy flywheel. 

The pitman and crank run in a Ccas- 
ing which is dust proof. The driv- 
ing shaft carries a cone pulley hav- 
ing five successive diameters. This pul- 
ley runs loose on the driving shaft and a 
special lever throws it in either direc- 
tion. When it is thrown towards the mo- 
tor, it engages with a clutch which drives 
it in such a manner as to give a forward 
direction to the vehicle. Thrown in the 
opposite direction, towards the flywheel, 
it engages the reversing mechanism (see 
Fig. 1) and drives the carriage in a back- 
ward direction. In this manner five 
speeds in either direction can be ob- 
tained. 


A single leather belt transmits. the 
power to a corresponding cone pulley 
on a counter shaft (see Fig. 3). This 
countershaft is carried on a false frame 
which is adjustable in order to permit of 
giving the belt the proper tension to pro- 
vide for differing atmospheric conditions. 
This countershaft engages, through a 
friction drum, with a pinion, which acts 
on the differential gear on the rear axle, 
or may be thrown out of gear to permit 
the engine to run while the carriage is 
at rest. 

The belt is shifted by a double fork 
on arms attached to a rack, which rack 
is actuated by a pinion on the end 
of a vertical rod ending in a hand-wheel 
(see Fig. 4). Surrounding this rod is a 
hollow shaft, also fitted with a hand- 
wheel, which controls the steering gear. 

Fig. 4 shows the complete running gear 




















































































































: 7 
. | 
‘.—? 


Figure 3. 
with body removed. The oil tank is situ- 
ated under the seat. Ducts lead to the 
carburetter and the burner which heats 
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FIGURE 4. 


the platinum tube, ignition being effect- 
ed by the hot tube process. A smaller 
tank, also located under the seat, is filled 


with oil for the lubrication of the cylin- 
der and other working parts, ducts lead- 
ing thereto. 


CLUB TO HOLD COMPETITIVE TESTS 


The Motor Age is in receipt of a letter 
from C. J. Field, the chairman of the 
technical committee of the Automobile 
Club of America, which reads as follows: 

“Enclosed you will find a copy of a let- 
ter received from the Automobile Club of 
America and also a memorandum of let- 
ter going out to the members of the club 
in reference to a series of competitive 
tests and trials which it is proposed to 


hold under the auspices of the club, and 
of which the technical committee will 
have entire charge. 

“As chairman of that committee I ask 
your valued and hearty co-operation and 
assistance in making any suggestions 
which you may have on this subject in 
order to make these trials, as I believe 
they should be, one of the most interest- 
ing and important features in connection 
with the automobile industry, and the 


popularizing of it with the public, and 
giving the public a true and accurate idea 
of the possibilities and limitations of the 
automobile. 

“The writer will be absent in Europe 
until about the middle of June, but wii 
be pleased to hear from you on or about 
that date, in regard to the matter.” 


The president’s letter reads as follows: 


It is the wish of the Board of Governors of 
the Automobile Club of America that there 
should take place a series of trials or com- 
petitive tests, under the auspices of the 
Technical Committee, of which you are 
chairman. 

I am therefore authorized to ask you as 
soon as convenient, to inaugurate one or 
more of these competitions to take place in 
the open air, in some convenient section of 
New York, 

The main features of these proposed tests 
to comprise the stopping, turning, avoid- 
ance of obstacles, etc., on different road sur- 
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faces, and also in competition with horse- 
drawn vehicles; the idea being to obtain 
from such series of tests valuable data re- 
garding the rates of speed which can safely 
be allowed for various types of automobiles. 

It is suggested that the tests be classified, 
and each vehicle be entered in its respective 
class. 

The Governors wish to leave all the de- 
tails, and in fact the entire matter in your 
charge, authorizing you to select your own 
time and employ such means as in your 
judgment will best accomplish the results. 

You can perhaps obtain some valuable 
points from the recent trials held in Lon- 
don, described in a paper prepared for the 
Automobile Club of Great Britain by Mr. 
Crompton. 

The letter which Chairman Field is 
sending to the membership of the Auto- 
mobile Club reads: 

Acting under the directions of the Board 
of Governors, the Technical Committee is 
preparing the details for a series of trials 
and competitive tests, which are intended to 
develop the strong features in turning, stop- 
ping, avoidance of obstacles, hill climbing, 
and other various manoeuvers, which will 
develop the strong points of each one of the 
different types of automobiles, and also com- 
parative ones in competition with horse- 
drawn vehicles, the idea being to make this 
an interesting and instructive series of tests 
for the benefit of the club members and the 
public at large, and also to develop the ques- 
tion of safe speeds for the different types of 
automobiles. 

The Chairman of the Technical Committee, 
Mr. C. J. Field, 1294 Dean Street, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., asks as a special fayor that all the 
members of the club give their thought to 
this matter, and any ideas which they have 
on the matter to kindly forward to him at 
the above address about the middle of June. 

This is about the time Mr. Field will re- 


FOR DRAINAGE 


The Associated Cycling Clubs of Chi- 
cago is a body composed of all the lead- 
ing cycling clubs of the western metropo- 
lis and one which has contributed much 
to the securing of an improvement in 
the condition of the city streets. Notable 
among its performances is the project 
of having secured the boulevarding of 
Jackson street through the center of 
the busiest part of the city, and the pas- 


turn from his trip abroad, and the committee 
proposes to take the matter up at that time 
to formulate rules and regulations in the 
matter, and issue them for the information 
of the club members during the month of 
July. 

It is proposed to hold these tests at some 
place in New York City during the early 
fall. 

Your hearty co-operation in the matter in 
making suggestions and also arranging to 
take part in them will materially aid in 
making these trials what we believe they 
should be, one of the most successful and 
important features of our work this year. 

There is no question that a vast amount 
of good can be accomplished by the tech- 
nical committee of the club, by the fos‘ter- 
ing of these competitive tests and trials. 
To the end that they shall be as compre- 
hensive and as valuable as possible, it 
will be necessary that the ideas of many 
users of automobiles be ascertained. 

Inasmuch as the membership of the 
Automobile Club, although comparatively 
large and thoroughly representative, does 
not comprise anywhere near all the users 
and makers of automobiles in this coun- 
try, the suggestions of all who have any: 
to offer should be placed at the disposal 
of the technical committee of the club for 
the general benefit of automobilism in 
this country. To that end, The Motor 
Age will be glad to receive letters from 
makers and users of automobiles on this 
subject and to compile the suggestions 
made, with the names of their authors, 
into a report that will undoubtedly have 
value to the technical committee and to 
all users of automobiles. 


CANAL ROADWAY 


sage of an ordinance restricting its use 
to private passenger vehicles. 

The association has now taken up the 
work of securing a roadway, twenty-five 
feet wide, along Chicago’s Drainage 
Canal, itself one of the greatest engineer- 
ing feats of the age. The committee hav- 
ing the agitation in charge has received 


assurances from the sanitary district: 
board that, if the project receives a suf-' 
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ficient amount of encouragement from 
the public to convince the board that 
there is a general demand for the road- 


way, the board will construct it. As a. 


matter of fact, the members of the board 
seem anxious to have the roadway con- 
structed, as it will afford a splendid op- 
portunity for the general public to see 
their work, of which they are justly 
proud. 

The committee in charge of the agita- 
tion is composed of C. P. Root, chairman; 
S. H. Hess, and Si Mayer, secretary, 1402 
West Harrison Street. A circular, signed 
by the last named for the committee, has 
been issued. It reads as follows: 

The Associated Cycling Clubs of Chicago 
has undertaken the work of securing a road- 
way along the drainage canal from Western 
Avenue Boulevard to Lockport, an enter- 
prise fully as gigantic and of as great im- 
portance to all classes of people as was the 
boulevarding of Jackson Street. 

The above committee has initiated the 
work and has been assured the hearty sup- 
port of members of the sanitary district 
board and other officials and prominent 
people. The project is of such magnitude 
and of such great importance that the com- 
mittee respectfully asks your aid in its un- 
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dertaking. Will you please inform the un- 
dersigned if you will join in the movement 
and give your assistance with that spirit 
characteristic of a Chicagoan? 


It is only through untiring efforts that 
we may become successful and because of 
this fact we seek your assistance. 

The idea is to have a wide, hard road 
from Western Avenue Boulevard along the 
drainage canal to Lockport, whence Joliet 
may be reached by the good country roads. 
The material is already on the ground and 
but a ‘few thousand dollars would be re- 
quired to do the work. We want a magni- 
ficent driveway for pleasure vehicles—the 
automobile, the carriage and the bicycle— 
over which we may take our guests to see 
the greatest engineering work of the age; 
we want to make it the nucleus for a system 
of hard roads in the state of Illinois and also 
the connecting link between the east and 
west of the proposed transcontinental road- 
way. If we have assistance we may be able 
to have this work entirely completed by 
early autumn; therefore we want your help. 
Will you have the enclosed petition signed as 
fully as possible and also distribute a num- 
ber? 


The committee will be glad to furnish 
blank petitions to any who will circulate 
them, and requests to Mr. Mayer for such 
petitions will receive prompt attention. 


FRENCH ELECTRIC VEHICLE TESTS 


Paris, May 2.—The tests of the electric - 


vehicles took place last Friday and Sat- 
urday. The event was scheduled to start 
at eight o’clock on the morning of Friday, 
and promptiy at the appointed hour Cuve- 
lier, who secured second place in the con- 
test, started. Krieger, however, who final- 
ly won the event, had two accidents with 
his vehicle in attempting to get to the 
starting point at Porte Dorre, and did not 
finally get away until twelve minutes 
after midnight. There were two other 
starters, but they met with accidents of 
one kind and another that prevented 
them from covering any distance that is 
worthy of account. 

The competition was under the direc- 
tion of the technical committee of the 
Automobile Club de France and the con- 
diticns provided that the successful con- 


testants should drive their vehicles at an 
average speed of sixteen kilometers (ap- 
proximately ten miles) an hour, the one 
covering the greatest distance at this 
speed to be declared the winner. Each 
driver was accompanied by a disinterest- 
ed member of the Automobile Club. 

The difference in the time of the start- 
ing of the vehicles makes a comparison 
as to their real merits a somewhat diffi- 
cult task, as the one who covered the sec- 
ond greatest distance had to contend with 
a severe wind for a considerable part of 
his journey, while the winner, although 
having more favorable weather, did the 
most of his distance in intense darkness. 

Cuvelier, who is a private citizen and 
drove a vehicle in which he has already 
ridden about 4,000 kilometers, had a small 
electromobile with a battery weighing 
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only 480 kilograms (1,056 pounds), while 
Krieger, the successful competitor, had 
an accumulator of his own construction— 
he is a maker of storage batteries—which 
weighed 1,082 kilograms (2,370 pounds) 
and a vehicle of the weight of 1,980 kilo- 
grams (4,356 pounds) without passen- 
gers. 

At the start Cuvelier’s battery showed 
a voltage of 110 and the consumption of 
current was at the rate of eighteen am- 
peres. Starting at eight o’clock he 
reached Joinville in good order, where, 
however, he was detained for twenty min- 
utes by the passage of a regiment of 
troops with its convoys, out maneuvering. 
He was compelled to breast a stiff wind to 
Sens, 114 kilometers out, while the roads 


. were deep in dust and the weather very 


cold, considering the time of year.. After 
passing Sens, the wind died out, but the 
voltage began to decrease, first to 105, 
then 100 and finally to ninety, and the 
consumption of current increasing to 
forty amperes. The decrease in power 
was perceptible up to the point where 
the vehicle finally came to a gentle stop, 
having covered just in excess of 140 kilo- 
meters at the -requisite speed of sixteen 
kilometers per hour—just eighty-seven 
miles in a little more than eight hours. 

When Krieger started with his two-ton 
vehicle, it was already past midnight, 
and, after the lights of the city had been 
left behind, the journey was pursued in 
total darkness, save for the insufficient 
light given by an acetylene lamp. Con- 
siderable inconvenience was caused the 
driver on account of the streets being 
torn up for the purpose of making im- 
provements. 

The start was made at the rate of twen- 
ty-four kilometers (fifteen miles) per 
hour, but soon dropped to sixteen kilome- 
ters or a little more. The battery, com- 
posed of sixty elements, showed a voltage 
of 120 at the start and a consumption of 
twenty amperes, 

The scene, while passing through the 


forest of L’Echelle, where the _ trees 
formed an arch over the road, is reported 
by M. Krieger’s companion to have been 
weird and bizarre beyond description. 
There was no light save that cast by the 
single small lamp; the night was ex- 
tremely cold and nothing could be seen 
except the meager path of white made by 
the lamp and the fleeting forms of occa- 
sional rabbits, terrified during their noc- 
turnal maraudings by the apparition of 
the nameless thing hurrying down the 
deserted road, giving no notice of its ap- 
proach except by its spark of light in 
front. 

At Monterreau, eighty-one kilometers 
out, daylight began to make the journey 
more agreeable and the roads also began 
to improve. Joigny, 144 kilometers, was 
reached just before nine o’clock, and it 
was evident that the journey was nearly 
over. The voltage had been decreasing 
and finally when it reached eighty-five, 
the carriage came toa stop. The trip had 
not been marred by the slightest acci- 
dent, all mishaps occurring, fortunately, 
before the start. When the carriage 
finally came to rest, it had covered just 
152 kilometers (94.45 miles) at the rate of 
16.84 kilometers (10.46 miles) per hour. 

The contest is the first recognition of a 
substantial sort that has been given elec- 
tric vehicles by the officials of the Auto- 
mobile Club de France, which has been 
more than generous in its endeavors to 
foster the automobile industry as far as 
aiding makers and users of gasoline ve- 
hicles to secure information and adver- 
tising through speed trials, hill climbing 
contests and long distance runs. This 
trial for distance for electrics will, how- 
ever, be made an annual feature. It will 
be interesting, next year, to compare the 
distances covered by the vehicles that 
compete at that time, with the distance 
traversed in the trial just finished, as 
showing the improvements that may be 
made in accumulators during a twelve- 
month. 





NEWS OF THE MOTOR INDUSTRY 


BALDWIN STEAM VEHICLES 


The Slaymaker-Barry Co., whose enor- 
mous hardware factory is the leading in- 
dustry of Connellsville, Pa., is devoting 
generous share of its energies and floor 
space to its automobile department for 
the manufacture of the Baldwin steam 
wagons and will have fifty of them ready 
for delivery by June 15. After this time 
the factory capacity will be increased so 





cold water pressure, while the safety 
valve is set at 250 pounds pressure and 
a diaphragm regulator shuts off the gaso- 
line, except the pilot light, at 200 pounds. 
The boiler is fitted with an automatic 
pump and there is, as well, an emergency 
pump which is operated from the outside 
of the vehicle. The tanks will hold eight 
gallons of gasoline and ten gallons of 
water, the former enough to run the ve- 
hicle 80 to 100 miles and the latter thir- 
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BALDWIN STEAM RUNABOUT. 


that ten or fifteen can be turned out a 
week. 

The Baldwin wagons are to be put out 
in four patterns and will range in price 
from $650 to $1,500. 

The Stanhopes or piano-box runabouts 
are listed at $650. They are made with 
28-inch wheels and 2%- or 3-inch tires 
and weigh 685 pounds with tanks filled. 
This price, however, does not include the 
new combination condenser, muffler and 
feed water heater. Between four and s:x 
horse-power is developed. 

Every boiler is tested at 1,000 pounds 


ty-five to fifty miles on good roads. The 
engine is geared down three to one. 

The $800 model is the same as the $650 
one, except that it has a higher finish 
to the woodwork and upholstery and in- 
cludes a combination condenser, muffler 
and feed water heater which takes com- 
plete care of the exhaust. 

The $1,000 model is a delivery wagon 
and the $1,500 one a highly finished sur- 
rey. 

In the autumn a light delivery wagon, 
suitable for groceries and markets, will 


be put out. This wagon will have low 
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sides and no top and will sell for $900. 
A top will be supplied at an extra cost, 
however, 


a 


CREST UPRIGHT MOTOR 


The Crest Mfg. Co. of Dorchester, 
Mass., whose Duplex motor is known 
among manufacturers of automobiles on 
account of its extreme light weight per 
horsepower, reliability and simplicity, 
are now introducing a new type of the 
vertical motor which should meet with 
a good demand among the small manu- 
facturers who have the tools and facili- 
ties to build frames for tricycles and 
quadricycles. 

This motor is very powerful, having 
a larger diameter of cylinder than any 
of the American and European types of 
air-cooled motors. It represents’ the 
highest perfection in design and con- 
struction, as the shops of the Crest com- 
pany are well equipped with special tools, 
every part of the motor being made to 
gauge, all parts being interchangeable. 

These motors are clean, nearly vibra- 
tionless, and their electric ignition and 
their method of speed regulation makes 
them one of the most satisfactory gaso- 
line motors now in use. 

The special advantages of this type of 
motor is in the form of construction; 
that it does not need attention, being au- 
tomatic; all working parts enclosed from 
dust, self-oiling, and speed can be regu- 
lated by the sparking device from 200 to 
2,000 revolutions per minute. All work- 
ing parts are easily and cheaply replaced. 
No adjustment of any kind is needed. 
There are few wearing parts, and all 
wearing surfaces are large. The motor 
is fully guaranteed. 

The motor is furnished complete with 
spark coil, battery, muffler, carburator 
and sparking plug. 

The cylinder and heads have heat 
radiating flanges which effectually carry 
away the heat even under the most ex- 
treme service, without the use of water 
jacket. 

The head contains the sparking-plug, 
exhaust and automatic induction valve. 
The head, cylinder and crank-case are 
held together by four stay bolts. The 
crank-case contains two flywheels con- 


nected to a trunk piston by a connect- 
ing rod. The cylinder, piston and rings 
are ground, making a perfect fit, which, 
although costly in construction, insures 
increased power to the motor. All wear- 
ing parts are made of hardened tool 
steel ground to shape, making a durable 
and serviceable engine adapted to the 
hardest service. The company is sparing 
no expense in construction, being deter- 
mined to make the best engine of this 
type on the market. 


wt 
EASTMAN AUTOMOBILE CO. 


Cleveland, May 14.—The Eastman Au- 
tomobile Co., which was incorporated re- 
cently under the laws of the State of 
West Virginia, with a capital stock of 
$100,000, is offering for sale 200 shares 
of its treasury stock, the par value be- 
ing $50 per share, and the price asked 
$25 per share. The Eastman company 
proposes to operate under the patents 
owned by Henry Eastman, president of 
the company, said to cover a carriage 
body made of sheet metal combined with 
an asbestos covering, making a body 
which is said to be light, strong and 
practically indestructible. Mr. Eastman 
claims that such a body is_ especially 
adapted for steam carriages. It is the 
company’s intention to manufacture both 
steam, and electric vehicles, building the 
bodies and purchasing the engine or mo- 
tor and batteries, as the case may be. 
The headquarters of the Eastman com- 
pany are at 416 Superior Street, this city. 


a] 


LOZIER MOTOR CO.’S PLANS 

Cleveland, May 14.—H. A. Lozier re- 
turned from his extended western trip 
last Friday evening and will probably 
remain here for a short time settling up 
his private affairs preparatory to remov- 
ing his effects to New York city, where 
he proposes to make his headquarters in 
the future. 

The Lozier Motor Co. of Cleveland, of 
which Mr. Lozier is president, is plan- 
ning for the erection near New York city 
of a large factory for the manufacture of 
their present line, naphtha launches and 
engines, and later they propose to go into 
the extensive manufacture of automo- 
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‘biles, both electric and gasoline. H. A. 
Lozier, Jr., who as head of the Lozier 
sales department of the bicycle trust, has 
his headquarters in this city, has been in 
correspondence with a number of cities 
and towns near New York city with a 
view to securing a site for the factory 


mentioned, and it will be one of Mr. 
Lozier’s moves in the near future to set- 
tle on the location for this plant, to the 
interests of which he proposes to give 
his personal attention in the future. 


: Td 


BANKERS IMPORTING MOTOCYCLES 


The Banker Bros. Cycle Co. of High- 
land and Center Avenues, Pittsburg, com- 
posed of Arthur L. Banker and George A. 
Banker, both former cycle racing men of 
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tops of the front forks and the handle- 
bar-stem and turning with the forks. Car- 
ried by the rim of the front wheel is a 
pulley, a few inches smaller in diameter 
than the wheel itself. From this pulley 
to a small one on the engine shaft runs a 
belt for transmitting the power. The gas- 


oline tank, spark coil and battery are car- 
ried in the frame of the machine and are 
compressed sufficiently not to interfere 
with the rider’s legs. The rear wheel is 
fitted with a coaster brake and the engine 
is put into operation by starting the bi- 
cycle in the usual manner. After the en- 
gine is started the pedals can be used for 
foot-rests or to assist the motor in pro- 
pelling the bicycle. The entire machine 
weighs only sixty-five pounds. 

The motocycles have been on the Euro- 
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WERNER MOTO CYCLETTE. 


prominence, George having been the 
proud holder of the world’s champion- 
ship, are now importing motocycles. The 
machine which they are handling is the 
Werner Moto Cyclette, manufactured by 
Werner Bros. & Co., engineers and con- 
structors of Paris, for which they have 
the sole United States agency. 

This machine is similar to an ordinary 
bicycle, having reinforced front forks. A 
1%-horsepower air-cooled, upright gaso- 
line engine is carried in front of the head 
of the machine, being supported on the 


pean markets for the past four years and 
are well and favorably known there. 

George A. Banker, who is now in Paris, 
is attending to the buying and is testing 
each motocycle at the Werner factory be- 
fore it is shipped, so that there will be no 
chance of faultily constructed machines 
being sent to this country. The first, ship- 
ment has already arrived and other ship- 
ments will follow regularly. Agents will 
be appointed throughout the country. 

In addition to the motocycles, the 
Banker company will also carry a com- 














THE MOTOR AGE 


plete line of fittings, such as batteries, 
spark plugs, induction coils, valves, etc. 
wd 
ASK A CORRECTION 

The New York & Ohio Co. write that 
the Motor Age made an error in describ- 
ing the speed of their engine as being 
regulated by varying the time of igni- 
tion. 

“The change of speed in vhe engine,” 
they write, “is obtained by varying the 
amount of mixture admitted to the cylin- 
der, the operation being governed by a 
pedal operated by the right foot. The 
time of the ignition is controlled by an 
automatic governor which causes the ig- 
nition to take place at exactly the proper 
point in the stroke of the engine, de- 
pendent upon the speed at which it is 
running. This operation is entirely au- 
tomatic and the ignition being always 
correct, produces smooth running at all 
speeds.” 

The carriage is the joint invention of 
J. W. Packard and W. A. Thatcher. 

st 
OVERMAN AUTOMOBILE CO. 


New York, May 12.—The Overman Au- 
tomobile Co. has been incorporated with 
a capital of $250,000. The incorporators 
are Albert H. Overman of Springfield, 
Mass.; William R. Warren, Henry R. 
Bradbury, Daniel Rainhard, William 
Pierrepont Williams, all of New York. 
Mr. Overman, who is stopping at the 
Grand Union Hotel, now makes his busi- 
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ness headquarters at the Storage ‘& Re- 
pair Co.’s station, Sixty-sixth Street and 
Columbus Avenue. 

ot ; 

Collister & Sayle, leading Cleveland 
bicycle and sporting goods dealers, and 
agents for the Waverly electric vehicles, 
have recently received a Waverly deliv- 
ery wagon which they are using for their 
own deliveries about the city. While in 
ordinary use the vehicle is an ideal de- 
livery wagon, being so constructed that 
the top can be removed and another seat 
substituted, making a handsome run- 
about for pleasure purposes. Collister & 
Sayle report having made several sales of 
Waverly vehicles. 

Pd 


The Nungesser Electric Battery Co. of 
Cleveland has increased its capital stock 
from $10,000 to $25,000. The company 
manufactures secondary batteries of all 
kinds and is doing an immense business 
in the production of batteries for spark- 
ing purposes in gasoline engines. Nearly 
all the leading manufacturers of gasoline 
motor vehicles patronize this company. 


ad 


The Co-Operative Wheel Co. of Toledo 
has been incorporated with a capital 
stock of $5,000. The company according 
to the papers filed in the office of the sec- 
retary of state, will manufacture wrench- 
es and parts and also vehicles, propelled 
by steam,, gasoline, electricity or other 
motive power. 








MOTOR RACING AND MOTOR PACING 


DANGER OF MOTOCYCLE RACING 
There is great danger that the moto- 
cyclists will, this season, overdo the 


thing and go so much faster than the 
limit of many of the tracks, that acci- 
dents of a very serious nature will occur. 
There was an incident of this nature at 
Fountain Ferry. Maya and Hausman, 
two riders possessing more than the or- 
dinary amount of brains, traveled at a 
1:30 gait round the low banks, low for 
these days of great speed. They certainly 
exceeded the limit of safety. They slid 
frightfully round the banks and on the 
last lap the rear tire skidded upwards in 
a startling manner. Yet the two men 
dropped off the machine with no sign of 
fear in their eyes. 

Suppose that their tire had rolled from 
the rim in one of those side jumps? Sup- 


pose that something had broken about 
the machine? They were traveling at 
forty miles an hour. 

Is it possible that they, like others, 
would have escaped? 

The time must come—there is always a 
first time—when a serious accident will 
occur. There were many accidents last 
season, but the men escaped as though 
by miracles. Perhaps the most tragic of 
these was the fall at Nashville on the lit- 
tle eight-lap track. Judge and Stafford 
leaned so low in pacing Frank Waller 
that their sprocket-wheel struck. The 
wheels of the motocycle came off the 
ground and the big machine with its 
precious freight transcribed a semi-circle 
and precipitated the riders to the earth 
just inside the pole. Judge went out over 
the bars and struck a padded post. Staf- 
ford landed under the machine. Waller 
went twenty feet out onto the track. The 
still running machine kicked up a fright- 
ful dust cloud into which some fools ran 
just as Stone and Eaton, pacing Miller, 
shot round the turn and right into the 
dense dust cloud. Not a man was seri- 
ously injured, but a half dozen just es- 
caped. 

Kind fate intervened then. 


Will it do so always? 

The motocycle game is a fierce one, 
but, perhaps, in that lies its attractive- 
ness to the people. 

we 
’ MOTOCYCLE RACE AT LILLE 

Paris, May 1.—On April 29, at Lille, 
was contested a 100-kilometer motocycle 
trace. About 4,000 people were gathered 
around the track to see the contest, in 
which were engaged the leading motocy- 


cle speed merchants, six in number— 
Beconnais, Osmont, Barras, Rigal, Fos- 
sier and Bathiat. 

Fossier took the lead and kept it to 
the forty-fifth kilometer, when one of his 
tires came off. He stayed in the race, 
however, and finished a winner, amid the 
plaudits of the spectators who appreci- 
ated heartily his plucky endeavor. The 
tire began coming off at the fifteenth 
kilometer, but Fossier still continued to 
gain on Beconnais until it came com- 
pletely off at the forty-fifth kilometer, 
when he was 300 meters ahead. Early in 
the race Osmont broke the ignition tube 
of his machine, but returned to the con- 
test after losing thirteen laps. 

Beconnais led at fifty kilometers (3144 
miles) in 55 minutes and 30 seconds. In 
the hour he covered 33 miles 1,130 yards. 
Fossier, who was still second, followed 
by Barras, Bethiat and Osmont, who had 
several other accidents. 

At the sixtieth kilometer Barras, who 
was then two laps behind Beconnais, 
quit on account of a punctured tire. At 
the same time Bathiat went ahead and 
passed everyone, even Beconnais, who, 
however, held him level for a few laps. 
Beconnais later made a sprint, however, 
and soon repassed his competitor and had 
gained a lead of seven laps over Bathiat 
at the nineteenth kilometer. When with- 
in six laps of the finish his piston rod 
broke and he was forced to dismount and 
push his machine for the rest of the dis- 
tance. In the meantime Bathiat re- 


gained the lost distance and crossed the 
tape a winner in 1:53:44 for the 100-kilo- 
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Automobile Patents | 
Exploitation Gompany 


UNDERTAKES The manufacture of Automobiles and Motor-Cycles. 
The examination of Automobile patents. 
To enlist capital for the development of inventions. 





FURNISHE S Specialists to make thorough examinations of patents. 
Experts to test motors and automobiles. 
Opportunities to inventors to present properly their 
propositions to concerns willing to consider and 
to‘undertake the same. 


PURCHASES All meritorious patents, licenses and inventions re- 
‘ lating -to motor-cycles, motors, gears, automo- 
biles and their parts. 


AUTOMOBILE 
F. B, HYDE PATENTS EXPLOITATION 
Secretary COMPANY, 27 William St., New York, N.Y. 








“THE PERFECT AUTOMOBILE” 
Baldwin seam Automobiles 
$650——$800-——$1 200 — $1500 


IT WILL CLIMB STEEP GRADES 
COAST 

IT WILL itesrono ourcery 

IT) WILL skixc you tome 


1 | ho Visible Exhaust = 


We use fully 75 per cent of the heat of the exhaust while othe kers disch arge it. 























AUTOMOBILE DEP’T 


GOOD 
AGENTS SLAYMAKER-BARRY CO. 


WANTED.... CONNELLSVILLE, PENNA. 
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meters (6214 miles). Beconnais was sec- 
ond; Fossier, third; Osmont, fourth, and 
Rigal, fifth. 

wt 


ELKES WON IN PARIS 

Paris, May 13.—The one-hour bicycle 
race today between Harry D. Elkes, the 
American, and Edouard Taylore, the 
French champion, resulted in a victory 
for Elkes, who covered 55 kilometers and 
450 meters, about 35 miles, Taylore ac- 
complishing 55 kilometers and 300 meters. 

Great interest was taken in the con- 
test, which came off in the Pare des 
Princes, in the presence of 10,000 specta- 
tors. The men were paced by autocycles. 
Taylore led at the start, but Elkes over- 
hauled him when about thirty kilometers 
had been covered. The American main- 
tained his lead until the pistol was fired 
announcing the completion of the race. 
A strong wind hampered the riders. 

Taylore’s hour record made on April 8 
at the Prince track, Paris, was 36 miles 
1,695 yards, or 59 kilometers 486 meters. 

Elkes’ American hour record is 36 m. 
747 yds., made at Berkeley Oval, New 
York city, last autumn. 


a 
A HOST OF MOTOCYCLISTS 


To the man up a tree it would look as 
though the ricer not provided with a mo- 
tocycle this season would be left far in 
the rear in a money making way. With- 
out a doubt the promoters will bill large- 
ly the new style of contest, because of its 
drawing qualities with the people. The 
contest in which from five to eight teams 
start will be a race well worth going 
miles to ste, and the paced race with from 
four to eight starters will be a race well 
worth witnessing. The number of moto- 
cycles and the number of pace followers 
will allow of such races. With these facts 
it is small wonder then that the riders 
are all making their plans to add motor 
tandem work to their sprinting and every 
man in the Louisville training camp is 
fast becoming an expert motocyclist, 
either as steersman or rear man, or both. 
Many men who never followed pace be- 
fore are making their plans to do so and 
the all-around rider is a thing of the 
present time, whereas, for years, the rid- 
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ers have been divided into classes to 
which they stuck closely. The man with 
a specialty on the cycle track will find 
only occasional rich pickings, while the 
man capable of sprinting, pace following 
or motor work will find steady and pay- 
ing employment. 

As the real opening of the season ap- 
proaches it becomes more and more cer- 
tain that the field of motor teams and 
pace followers will be the largest ever 
known in any country. America has to- 
day twenty-five pace followers capable of 
doing themselves credit upon the track 
and the number of motor tandems will 
increase as the season grows and the men 
rake together the money necessary to buy 
tandems, for cash payment is the only 
means of obtaining one at the present 
demand. 


Fa 
: ONE MILE IN ONE MINUTE 


One mile in one minute on a circular 
track is going to be the record sought by 
the makers before more than a year or 
two has passed, and, when that time 
comes, all of the old-time interest in rec- 
ord breaking will be revived. Once upon 
a time the makers sent to California two 
mammoth teams which worked there for 
months to bring the mile below 1:40. 
Hamilton of the Syracuse-Morgan & 
Wright aggregation succeeded, doing 
1:39 1-5. Kiser, the star of the Stearns- 
Palmer team, failed to lower the mark of 
Hamilton. The expense of these two 
teams was more than $15,000, in the az~ 
gregate. It would now be possible for a 
maker to send out a team consisting of 
two motor teams, a pace follower and a 
manager, and go for records all winter 
for $2,000 and there are mile tracks whose 
construction would permit the mile in 
one minute—at least the racing men 
think so, and they are the ones in danger. 
The advertising to be secured from such @ 
record would be immense. 

It would be a startling sensation for 
the delectation of the world. 


al 
PROHIBITION OF PARIS-BORDEAUX RACE 


Paris, May 7.—The interdiction of the 
Paris-Bordeaux race has provoked a great 
deal of comment in automobile circles, 
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WHY BOTHER 


To Build RUNNING GEARS? 


Save time, experiment, expense and trouble by 
buying ours complete. 
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They are ready for enameling and 
wheels and will take any carriage 
body with springs, motor, tanks, etc. 


—WRITE US— 


MILWAUKEE AUTOMOBILE CO., 


19th St. and St. Paul Avenue, 
MILWAUKEE, WIS., U.S. A. 


RUNNING GEAR 


COMPLETE 


With wheels, solid or pneumatic tires, transmis- 
sion gear, giving two speeds forward and reverse, 
and our 44-horsepower, four-cylinder, shifting 
spark, gasoline motor, having variable speed from 
100 to 1,500 revolutions a minute. The addition of 
a body, gasoline and water tanks, upholstery and 

aint makes it a complete vehicle capable of go- 

ng anywhere and at any speed up to thirty miles 
an hour. Read complete description in Motor 
Age of April 12, 1900. 











Sené for catalogue of the best motor in any 
country, made in various sizes and number of 
cylinders. upright and horizontal, with fulier par- 
ticulars of running gear. 


BUFFALO GASOLINE MOTOR CO. 
Dewitt and Bradley Sts. BUFFALO, N. Y. 




















especially here, and as it has, of course, 
a direct bearing on the automobile in- 
dustry, it will not, perhaps, be inoppor- 
tune to give some of the opinions of 
French racing men upon the subject. 

Charron,-to quote his own words, says: 
“T am influenced by two contrary senti- 
ments, joy and anger. The first, a strictly 
personal feeling, in which I look upon 
the administration as coming to save my 
life—for death lies in wait for chauf- 
feurs at every turn in the road. The 
other, in which I find the action to pro- 
hibit racing ridiculous. 

“For the first time the public is a vic- 
tim of our events, and from the clamor 
which the press has raised, one would 
imagine we had strewn the road with 
corpses. The journals claim the right for 
pedestrians to circulate on the roads. 
This is all very well, but in the Paris- 
Robaix race the wounded were not 
pedestrians; they were voluntary specta- 
tors, who had come expressly to Croix- 
de-Noailles to see the event. They were 
probably drawn there by the possibility 
of witnessing an accident, for they had 
chosen the most dangerous point in the 


course, a sharp turn. From the indus- 
trial point of view, the administration 
has certainly put a brake on the exten- 
sion of the automobile.” 

Referring to the same affair, Rene de 
Kynff said: “I am one of the first to de- 
plore, from every point of view, the ac- 
cident of the Croix-de-Noailles, but it is 
not necessary to exaggerate the import of 
this affair. The other day I was at the 
corner of the Rue Drouot; a milkman 
took the turn at a great speed, turning 
too short. He ran over two women. 
Have the journals demanded the prohi- 
bition of milkmen?” 

Beconnais said: “I remember riding 
along the roads at a speed of seventy or 
eighty without running over anyone. And 
I know many motocyclists who have 
never made more than thirty kilometers 
an hour who can not say as much.” 


al 


BATTERIES LIKE HORSES 


A. L. Riker has grown to almost regret 
winning the fifty-mile automobile race 
at Springfield, L. I. He has been the tar- 
get for enough questions since his vic- 
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tory to puzzle almost anyone’s brain. 
Persons whose autos are equipped dif- 
ferently from the one he operated insist 
on knowing the reason why his went 
faster than theirs, how theirs can be 
made to equal his, if it is a question of 
batteries, what the operator has to do 
with it, does expert steering make much 
difference, etc. 

The fact is that the secret of his suc- 
cess lay in the batteries. The race auto 
battery, like the race horse, is not as 
likely to be as good for road work as an- 
other sort. 

There is as much difference in batteries 
as in horses. In the former it is the 
thickness of the lead plates that makes 
the difference. In the batteries for every- 
day traffic these plates are made to last 
a long while, but for a race they will do 
for that occasion only. It is blood that 
counts in a race horse, Mr. Riker is tell- 


ing his questioners, and lead in the bat- 
tery.—New York World. 
ws 

Baseball slang has been turned to ac- 
count in coining a word to fit the auto- 
mobile enthusiasts, and the expression 
“autofan” is beginning to be used in both 
the East and West, says the New York 
Sun, This and other papers are accept- 
ing Motor Age’s coinage of the word “au- 
tofan” to designate an automobile enthu- 
siast. 


wt 
Among the offenders against the pres- 
ent radical crusade against fast automo- 
bile driving in France is the Baron Henri 
de Rothschild, who has been arrested, 
fined and sentenced to twenty-four hours’ 
imprisonment. 


ad 
NOTES OF INTEREST 


Charlie Miller has been placed for May 30. 
He will compete in the four cornered paced 
race at Waltham, taking the place of Harry 
Caldwell, who broke his collar bone. 

wt 

Johnnie Nelson will be trained this year by 
O. L. Pickard, who once had charge of Jim- 
my Michael. Pickard is giving Nelson a 
lot of good advice which the Chicago youn,z- 
ster is heeding with profit. 

r 

Among the followers of pace the limita- 
tion of pacing machines to twenty-two 
inches displacement was welcomed. The 
steam pacing machines and the tricycles for 
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pacing purposes are barred by the rule. 
The American riders do not want to see 
tricycles used at any time in this country 
as they have received warning from Elkes 
and others against them. 


Bad 


Early match races of the year between two 
men will determine the competitors for three, 
four, five and six-man races later in the 
season. The leaders believe that the large 
races with large purses will pay the pro- 
moters better than the races with two or 
three competitors, 

ed 

By accident and sheer inability to go the 
gait, the middle-distance field will soon be 
narrowed down to a dozen from the present 
forty or more followers. Promoters for the 
meets of May 30 are having trouble now se- 
curing their attractions. Paced races and 
motocycle races are wanted. 

ed 

In talking with a railroad man in New 
York, a remark was passed which opened a 
line of thought. This man said, “I can not 
understand it. A rider falls from a motor 
cycle while going at a 1:30 gait, or forty 
miles an hour. He falls with his machine 
and there is danger from the exploding gaso- 
line and danger of broken limbs from the 
big machine falling upon him. Yet he is not 
killed. Should the same rider step from a 
train moving forty miles an hour without 
preparation he would, in nine out of ten 
cases, meet his death, and no one would be 
surprised, although he might land on green 
sward, which is far softer than a cement 
track. He would land free, too, with no 275- 
pound gasoline filled machine to mix it up 
with him. Bicycle men must be prepared 
every minute of the time, every second, and 
just naturally fall like a sponge, to escape 
with no more serious injuries. And the fact 
that they try it again and again gets me.”’ 


Sd 


Harry E. Caldwell met with the first seri- 
ous accident of the season while following 
motor pace and still the wonder grows that 
men riding the machines escape so fortu- 
nately. Caldwell was following F. P. Kent 
and Ted Brown. The latter, an amateur, 
was steering. He failed to hold the turn 
close and the machine skidded from under 
the men. It struck and the revolving pedals, 
aided by the power of the motor, kept re- 
volving. The “infernal’’ machine became 
such in reality, for it transcribed snake 
curves up the bank and down again and 
finally up and over the bank. Where it land- 
ed in the sod it dug deep down until it had 
dug a hole to the depth of eight inches, the 
pedals cutting their way into the dirt. Cald- 
well might have avoided a dead machine, but 
this lively squirming thing which jumped 
here, there and everywhere, caught him fin- 
ally and sent him sprawling. He broke his 
collar bone. Caldwell will be unable to ride 
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until July now and will be forced to relin- 
quish a number of engagements which Hen- 
shaw had for him. He was considered to 
be in direct line for the championship this 


year. 
wt 


It is reported that Archie McEachern and 
Bobbie Thompson, the Canadian motor team 
now residing at Philadelphia, will use the 
Carroll Chainless wheels, both single and 
tandem. Their Smith motor will be attach- 
ed to the first chainless tandem ever used 
for motor tandem work. 

wt 

Rutz and Hausman are delighted with 
their Orient-Aster motor tandem. They 
have spent two weeks becoming acquainted 
with it and believe today that it is the fast- 
est motor known. Inasmuch as it has gone 
the mile in 1:35 without shoving an ounce 
on the pedals and has gone to the track lim- 
it at Fountain Ferry, 1:30, with ease, they 
have some reason for so thinking. 

& 

It is the intention of Charlie Turville to 
use Clem Turville, who has been riding in 
the west for a year or more, as steersman 
for the tandem ordered by Frank Shaw, 
the Philadelphia tire expert, who will back 
the Turvilles this season. Charlie will also 
follow pace for any distance from twenty- 
five miles to twenty-four hours and is in 
line for matches at these distances. 


ad 


Jimmy Michael intends to work a long 
time to get into shape. He will not ride 
his first match race until June 17, when 
he will go against two riders at Charles 
River Park, each of these riders to ride ten 
miles and Michael the entire twenty. Ac- 
cording to Pickard, his old time trainer, 
Michael had better beat one man before 
tackling two at once. Pickard does not be- 
lieve in army contracts. 


wa 


In his palmiest days Jimmy Michael did 
not possess in any greater degree the ability 
to rub tires in following pace than is pos- 
sessed today by Floyd McFarland, who does 
it steadily in his pace following even in sin- 
gle races. The trick has grown into a habit 
with McFarland. It resulted in an almost 
serious accident at Fountain Ferry when he 
struck the rear wheel of Bald and threw the 
front tire off the rim. 


Sa 


Michael has not lost his drawing qualities. 
The crowds at Charles River Park on Sun- 
days attests this. Michael is always met by 
a storm of applause when he comes out for 
his work, applause from the largest crowds 
ever known to watch racing men at their 
work. He does not attempt fast work yet 
and but frequently goes under a 1:55 gait 
back of the Waller-Stafford machine which 
is now pacing him. Albert Champion, with 
Dudley Marks and Austin Crooks as a pac- 
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ing team, goes a little lower, doing 1:55 to 
the mile. 
ef 
An automobile race for carriages will be 
run in Denver during June. Several eastern 
carriages will be sent west for the contest. 
st 
With the new pacing machines the ama- 
teur pace following records are due for a 
drubbing this season. George Collett, the 
half mile amateur champion and victor over 
Frank Kramer in seventeen out of twenty- 
four encounters, and Johnnie Nelson, the 
100 kilometer world’s amateur champion, 
want to annex the paced records from the 
quarter-mile up, before they take on pro- 
fessional contests. 
as 


Nagel, the New York racing man, took 
a motor which enabled him to travel fifteen 
miles an hour on his quadricycle and im- 
proved it so that it is said he now goes 
thirty miles an hour without difficulty. The 
nature of the contrivance which he added 
he will not reveal, as he is experimenting 
with it on his own account. Nagel has 
made a motor bicycle which is pronounced 
a wonder by those who have tried it. 


ad 


Chairman W. L. Loos, of the Pacific coast 
division of the N. C. A. board of control, 
will spend the coming season building up 
racing on the Pacific coast, and expects now 
to have the coast branch of the supplemen- 


tary circuit of the association completed 
early in the summer and ready for an- 
nouncement. Mr. Loos is very anxious to 


use the motorcycles to open up the sport 
once more in California and foresees almost 
certain success.in his venture. 


Td 


Skipping rope, the method adopted by 
Jimmy Michael for part of his training 
work, and a big part, is not as easy as 
many would suppose. Quite a lot of riders 
find this hard work and some even find it 
out of the question. They simply cannot 
go at it in the proper way and their trainers 
are compelled to give up the teaching as a 
bad job. Michael has been known to skip 
5,000 times without a miss, going along 
gracefully all the way and “frequently 
changing his step. 

Js 


As one pacing team after another has es- 
caped in the past year or more without seri- 
ous injury in falls, the confidence of the 
riders has increased accordingly. It has 
come to that point where the men believe 
that the rider of a motocycle is charmed 
and that his life is never in danger, nomat- 
ter what the accident. It is pointed out 
that men falling on these machines have 
never been as seriously injured as in fall- 
ing from the old style multicycles as on the 
latter it was almost impossible to escape 
from the central seats. 
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